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The Black Rock area of Bridgeport is preparing to welcome a pair of 
ground-up apartment buildings. Eastpointe, a residential developer 
based in Connecticut, is leaving its mark on the Black Rock community 
with its newest multifamily project, Canfield Park at Fairfield Metro. 
The apartments have garnered much community support and will 
boost economic prosperity among Black Rock’s local businesses.

Worth $80 million, Canfield Park at Fairfield Metro will add 300 rental 
units to a neighborhood predominantly consisting of single-family 
homes. The 69- and 231-unit buildings are five and six stories tall, re-
spectively. Key design features include an outdoor pool, a café, com-
munity grills and a parking garage with 500 spaces.

The community’s designers are taking full advantage of the site’s loca-
tion with a rooftop deck that overlooks the Long Island Sound. The 
design incorporates outdoor amenities with the goal of allowing fu-
ture residents to bask in the local cityscape. Walking paths will line Ash 
Creek to further help residents enjoy the waterfront.

New Apartments 
in Bridgeport

Residential developer gains community support to construct apartment buildings 
with waterfront views and opportunities for economic growth
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BACK TO THE DRAWING BOARD

Canfield Park at Fairfield Metro’s initial develop-
ment concept had a single large building that held 
all 300 units on the site of a to-be-demolished 
movie theater. However, in consultation with city 
officials in Bridgeport, the development team was 
able to rezone a small surface parking lot across 
the street from the movie theater parcel. Under 
the direction of William Finger and Bryan Robik, 
Co-Managing Partners at Eastpointe, and their de-
velopment partners at Spinnaker Real Estate Part-
ners, the architects drew up new schematics that 
divided Canfield Park at Fairfield Metro into two 
separate buildings.

“The City was concerned that a single six-story, 
300-unit apartment building along an entire block 
was too large for the neighborhood,” Finger says. 

“The critical mass was too great. We then worked 
with the City to rezone one of those small parcels…
that was across the street from the movie theater.”

Once the team nailed down the new plan, they had 
to figure out how they were going to pay for it. 

“The challenges in developing within the city of 
Bridgeport…is the city has extremely high tax 
rates. Their mill rate is one of the highest in the 
state,” Finger says. “In order to make the econom-
ics work, we utilized a statute that’s on the books 
within the city that allows for a tax incentive, which 
resulted in a tax reduction for development.” 

The approval process took over a year and involved 
steps such as making sure a certain percentage of 
the subcontractors are minority-owned businesses.

Fortunately, Finger and Robik are well-equipped 
to tackle these challenges because they never pile 
too much on their plate and are very hands-on 
developers. They pursue one or two projects at a 
time, so they are able to dedicate their full undivid-
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ed attention to each. According to Robik, what 
makes projects run a lot smoother is establish-
ing long-term relationships with their contrac-
tors and subcontractors.

“We try to work with the same team…” Robik 
says. “A big part of our success is being able to 
work with the same people over and over again 
and work through issues on other jobs and [ap-
ply] lessons learned from other jobs onto newer 
projects.”

SUPPORT FROM THE COMMUNITY

A lot of multifamily developers don’t receive 
the community’s approval for their projects. 
Eastpointe was concerned that plans for Can-
field Park at Fairfield Metro might attract nega-
tive reactions because Black Rock is primarily 
dominated by single-family homes with a small 
commercial stretch. By working closely with the 
local neighborhood association, the company 
ensured the plans were well-received. 

The Black Rock section of Bridgeport is a very 
tight-knit neighborhood. Residents run an or-
ganization called the Black Rock Neighborhood 
Revitalization Zone (NRZ) that decides which de-
velopments have the community’s best interest 
at heart. Eastpointe won over the organization’s 

approval by opening up the floor to suggestions 
and ideas. The team worked to incorporate as 
much community feedback as possible at every 
step of the way.

“We did, in fact, take advantage of some of the 
suggestions that they had, which were very 
helpful to us in creating our ultimate design,” 
Finger says. “I believe they’re satisfied with what 
will be on this corner intersection of Black Rock.”

Eastpointe is looking to make an impact on 
other communities, too. The developer works 
with a recurring general contractor called Live 
Oak Contracting that’s based in Jacksonville, 
Florida. The co-partners hope this connection 
to Jacksonville will help Eastpointe expand into 
that market. Eastpointe has some additional de-
velopment opportunities in the pipeline, but for 
now, the developer is focused on completing 
Canfield Park at Fairfield Metro.

“There’s probably nothing like what we’re build-
ing anywhere in the city of Bridgeport…” Fin-
ger says. “It’s going to help the businesses 
that are a block away. I think it’s going to be 
transformative. And that’s one of the reasons 
I believe the community has embraced what                               
we’re doing.” 




